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Meeting July 11 at First United Methodist Church (See 
President's Message)

President's Message
by Rick Copple

Daniel Clifton, editor of  The Picayune, asked our club secretary, Kay Lee, "Why 
does 'writing a novel' appear on the bucket list of  so many people?" He asked me a 
similar question when he interviewed me, but I had framed it in terms of  many 
people's dreams to write one.

There are probably as many reasons as there are people, but I would imagine some 
common ones are a desire to leave something behind after their death, they have a 
story wanting to get out, or they just think it would be fun.

But few ever get around to writing that novel. The task seems so big, they never 
start with that first bite of  an elephant. They research but never end up sitting down 
and writing it.

I know, I used to be one of  those people. I'd always thought I'd write a book 
someday, but someday never arrived, it seemed. I even made a stab at writing a non-
fiction book around 2003, but the project stalled. It wasn't until October of  2005 at 
the age of  45 that I ended up "accidentally" writing a novel, and realized I could do 
this.

You may be wondering in the back of  your mind why the Picayune is interviewing 
Kay and I (and I don't know who else he's talked to). It is because he is writing up an 
article on our club's presentation for Wednesday's edition of  the paper.

What? You say you didn't know about this? A few months ago the club decided I 
would offer up a presentation I did a few years ago for the Austin National Novel 
Writing Month chapter on "How to Prepare to Write a Novel."

As I told Daniel, many people don't know how to start, how to break that elephant 
into bite-sized pieces. We're going to take a stab at doing that and expect a decent 
sized crowd to show up for it, thanks to the paper's publicity.



I hope as many of  the club's members as possible will be able to attend, to 
represent the club. It will be at the First Methodist Church, 1101 Bluebonnet Drive, 
Marble Falls, Texas, at 7:00 pm, Thursday evening, July 11, 2013.

The program itself  will last around an hour, depending on how many questions I 
get, and we'll have a short business meeting after a small break to nail down August's 
meeting among other things. There will not likely be much time for readings to justify 
doing them, but we can play that by ear once we're done with business. Otherwise, we 
should be out a little earlier than normal.

Maybe we can take the time for you to answer the question, "Why do you have a 
desire to write (or have written) a novel?"



Minutes June 8 Readaround
by Margery Higdon



POETRY

The Caller
by Caryl Calsyn

God came to call
on a long ago day.
He didn't just visit
He came--to stay.

Haiku:  July
  by Kay Lee

Bright-blue dragonfly
here in my garden:  like you,
a passing brilliance

Meant To
by Krystal Dawn Sarah Cates

Life is a series of  unsolved miseries...
We're not meant to solve them...
We're simply meant to live....


